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Collect of the day
Merciful God,
you have prepared for those who
love you

such good things as pass our
understanding:

pour into our hearts such love
toward you

that we, loving you in all things and
above all things, may obtain your
promises, which exceed all that we
can desire; through Jesus Christ your
Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns
with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. AMEN

This Week’s Services

Online Recorded Church Service

On-line Services- type into your
browser YouTube RevsRural

Morning Prayer daily 8.30am
Zoom Link Meeting ID: 484 794
9535. Passcode: 700999

Tuesday

10am St Helen Holy Communion
2-4pm St Helen Open Church
Wednesday

10am St Mary’s Olv. Holy Comm

Sunday Services July 18th

8am St. Helen

Holy Communion DM

and by ZOOM (link above)
9.30am St. Mary’s Olveston
Morning Prayer PH & JM
10.30am St. Helen

Holy Communion DM

6pm St. Mary Olveston

Holy Communion BCP. DM

Last Weekends Activities - Flower Festival Elberton Church Saturday 8" July and Refresh BBQ Friday 2" July

Tracey Black LLM This Week’s Reflection

What or who influences us?
Who do or did we listen to?

If | asked you who were the people
who influenced you in your life, your
immediate answer would probably be
your parents, teacher etc, but is that
actually true?

There is a book called “The 5 People
You Meet in Heaven” by Mitch Albom
which makes you stop and think
outside the box. The premise of the
book is that the five people you think
you will meet in heaven are not the
people you will actually meet at all.
They will be people who played a
small but significant part in your life
that you don’t even remember.

Everyone we meet influences our lives

to some level.

This means that we influence the lives

of those we meet too, we do this
through our words and actions. An
example can be seen in the influence
the footballer Marcus Rashford had,
when he sought to feed children in
the school holidays last year. This will
have had a dramatic effect on

the lives of those children yet they
may well be totally unaware of it.

Take five minutes and reflect on
what influences actually took your
life down the right track, who was
the person who persuaded me to go
to church with them or who
suggested | take that course at
university. Or it could be the person
who helped you stay on the right
track and influenced you to make
the correct decision for you at that
time.

Then think about your own actions
because every interaction we have
will have a positive or negative
influence rarely is there a neutral
affect. So, before you get cross with
the lady in the Tesco queue with the
screaming children give her a smile
instead. It is often in these little
things that we do that have the most
influence on those we meet.



Bible Reading - Amos 7.7-15

This is what the Lord God showed
me: the Lord was standing beside
a wall built with a plumb line,
with a plumb line in his hand.
And the LORD said to me, ‘Amos,
what do you see?’ And | said, ‘A
plumb line.” Then the Lord said,
‘See, | am setting a plumb line in
the midst of my people Israel; |
will never again pass them by;
the high places of Isaac shall be
made desolate, and the
sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid
waste, and | will rise against the
house of Jeroboam with the
sword.” Then Amaziah, the priest
of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam
of Israel, saying, ‘Amos has
conspired against you in the very
centre of the house of Israel; the
land is not able to bear all his
words. For thus Amos has said,
“Jeroboam shall die by the
sword, and Israel must go into
exile away from his land.”” And
Amaziah said to Amos, ‘O seer,
go, flee away to the land of
Judah, earn your bread there,
and prophesy there; but never
again prophesy at Bethel, for it is
the king’s sanctuary, and it is a
temple of the kingdom.” Then
Amos answered Amaziah, ‘l am
no prophet, nor a prophet’s son;
but | am a herdsman, and a
dresser of sycamore trees, and
the LORD took me from following
the flock, and the LORD said to
me, “Go, prophesy to my people
Israel.”

Gospel Mark 6.14-29

King Herod heard of the healings
and other miracles, for Jesus’
name had become known. Some
were saying, ‘John the baptizer
has been raised from the dead;
and for this reason these powers
are at work in him.” But others
said, ‘It is Elijah.” And others said,
‘It is a prophet, like one of the
prophets of old.” But when Herod
heard of it, he said, ‘John, whom
| beheaded, has been raised.” For
Herod himself had sent men who
arrested John, bound him, and
put him in prison on account of
Herodias, his brother Philip’s
wife, because Herod had married

her. For John had been telling
Herod, ‘It is not lawful for you to
have your brother’s wife.” And
Herodias had a grudge against
him, and wanted to kill him. But
she could not, for Herod feared
John, knowing that he was a
righteous and holy man, and he
protected him. When he heard
him, he was greatly perplexed;
and yet he liked to listen to him.
But an opportunity came when
Herod on his birthday gave a
banquet for his courtiers and
officers and for the leaders of
Galilee. When his daughter
Herodias came in and danced,
she pleased Herod and his
guests; and the king said to the
girl, ‘Ask me for whatever you
wish, and | will give it.” And he
solemnly swore to her,
‘Whatever you ask me, | will give
you, even half of my kingdom.’
She went out and said to her
mother, ‘What should | ask for?’
She replied, ‘The head of John
the Baptist.’

Immediately she rushed back to
the king and requested, ‘l want
you to give me at once the head
of John the Baptizer on a platter.’
The king was deeply grieved; yet
out of regard for his oaths and
for the guests, he did not want to
refuse her. Immediately the king
sent a soldier of the guard with
orders to bring John’s head. He
went and beheaded him in the
prison, brought his head on a
platter, and gave it to the girl.
Then the girl gave it to her
mother. When his disciples heard
about it, they came and took his
body, and laid it in a tomb .

Notices

Volunteers needed - St Helen’s
Church Fete — Saturday

25t September to help organise
please see the sheet at the back
of church.

The ARK BUS will arrive on
Saturday 17th July in Dawes Yard
Olveston (opposite the Village
Stores). This is a Christian based
all-churches initiative (led by the
Methodist church) for children.
It’s like an adventure playground

on wheels. Everyone is welcome,
especially children between 3
and 11 years old — so bring your
kids or your grandchildren
between 10:30-12 noon

Below is a picture of the first of
the stone pinnacles for the St.
Mary’s Olveston Church

Tower, being inspected by Janet
McBride. The original pinnacles
were made of Bath (freestone)
stone but, being very exposed to
the weather, especially South
Westerly rain and wind, they
aged rapidly. Therefore the
architects recommended using
this French stone which should

be far more durable.
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Announcement from the Bishop’s office
The Reverend Steve Oram has been
suspended pending a complaint made
under the Clergy Discipline

Measure. Suspension does not mean the
bishop has formed any view that the
complaint is true. The complaint is being
investigated.

Under the Clergy Discipline framework,
allegations of misconduct whilst being
considered are private and

confidential. This is to ensure that matters
are dealt with fairly and that the process is
not prejudiced. (Thursday 8t July 21)

This Week’s Prayers

Zoe and Robert celebrated
their wedding at St. Mary’s
Olveston on Friday 9" July
1pm

Millie Moss will be baptised at
11.30am at St. Helen’s
Sunday 11" July

Please pray for Edward in
Southmead Hospital and
Emma who is in Grace Care
Home.



